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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To distribute video images without 
interruption in a network environment for which the band of a 
transmission line between a server and a client is not guaranteed. 
SOLUTION: Plural bit rate data are prepared for one program and 
registered in the server beforehand. In the client, data transfer is 
requested to the server as long as a client buffer 20 is free, a data 
reception speed from the server is measured and reception data are 
stored in the client buffer 20. Receiving a reproduction data read 
request from a decoder 23, the client judges the change opportunity 
of a transfer rate from the information of a resident data amount 3 
inside the client buffer 20 or the like and requests the bit rate 
change of transfer data. In the server, adaptive video data are 
selected and transmitted in reaction to the bit rate change request 
of the transfer data from the client. 
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